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1. Nam e of Property 

historic name Passiqnist Fathers Mona stery 
other names/site number 



2. Location 



mmm wwt m m *** w w 

street & number 5700 North Harlem Avenue 






not for publication 


city or town Chicago 






vicinity 



state IL code IL county Cook code 031 zip code 60631 



3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this ^nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 

registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property 
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 




State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 



In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria. 



Signature of commenting official Date 



Title 



State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 



4. Nation al Par k Service Ce rtification 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 



determined not eligible for the National Register 




determined eligible for the National Register 
removed from the National Register 

3^ 03 

Date of Action 
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5. Classification 



Ownership of Property Category of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) 



X 


private 


X 


building(s) 




public - Local 




district 




public - State 




site 




public - Federal 




structure 








object 



Number of Resources within Property 

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 



Contributing Noncontributing 



i 


0 


buildings 


0 


0 


sites 


0 


0 


structures 


0 


0 


objects 


1 


0 


Total 



Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 



Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 



N/A . N/A 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.) 

Religion/Religious Facility Vacant/Not in Use 



7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE 19 th AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY 
REVIVALS/ Classical Revival 



roof: Asphalt 

other: 



Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

foundation: Stone 

walls: Brick and stone 
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Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources 
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as 
its location, setting, size, and significant features.) 

Summary Paragraph 

The Passionist Fathers Monastery is a three-story, U-shaped masonry building situated on a large landscaped lot near the 
intersection of North Harlem Avenue and West Talcott Avenue in the Norwood Park neighborhood on Chicago’s northwest 
side. The building was designed by Chicago architect Joseph Molitor and completed in 1910. The building is formed by a 
rectangular main block with two end wings that project north of the main block and is topped with multiple gabled roofs. At 
the north end of the east wing is a two-story cross-gabled block with a delicate pressed-copper bell tower, which houses 
the monastery’s library and double-height chapel space above. The building features red brick exterior walls laid in 
common bond and ornamented with Classical Revival stone detailing. The primary entrance to the building, located at the 
center of the east elevation, is set within an elaborate Classical Revival stone entrance surround, and the projecting 
entrance bay is topped with a baroque-style curved gable. The building is regularly fenestrated primarily with single window 
openings on the lower floors and round-arched windows on the third floor. Several one-story brick additions, dating from 
the 1970s and 1980s, extend from the south and west elevations. These additions read as separate structures and do not 

affect the integrity of the original structure. 

On the interior, a large open staircase directly across from the primary entrance forms the heart of the building. Double- 
loaded corridors extend along both wings and through the main block, leading to small (primarily one-room) living quarters 
for the residents. Two secondary staircases, both with decorative metal balustrades, wooden newel posts and railings 
similar to the main stair, are situated at the north end of the east wing and at the intersection of the main block and west 
wing. The northern end of the east wing, which projects slightly, houses the library on the first floor and a double-height 
chapel on the second floor. A dining room, kitchen, and recreation room are located in the west wing. 



Narrative Description 

Setting and Site 

The Passionist Fathers Monastery is located on a 4.3-acre landscaped lot (a small portion of the original fifty-four acre 
tract that the congregation purchased in 1904) with mature plantings and trees. The building faces North Harlem Avenue. 

A circular asphalt driveway provides vehicular access to the primary entrance. Directly adjacent to the property on the 
south and west are single-family residential developments. The current Immaculate Conception parish church building, 
constructed in 1963 at the northeast corner of West Talcottt Avenue and North Harlem Avenue, is located just north of the 
monastery and is connected to the monastery with a modern narrow enclosed masonry walkway. However, the land that 
the church was constructed on was owned not by the Passionists but by the Archdiocese of Chicago, and the two buildings 
have never been under the same ownership. Northwest of the monastery is the Immaculate Conception School. The first 
portion of the school was completed by the Archdiocese in 1924, and several large additions were completed in the post- 
war period. 

Directly north of the courtyard formed by the building’s two wings is a small cemetery that houses the remains of 
Passionist brothers who lived at the monastery. This cemetery, although historically related to the monastery, is now under 
separate ownership and is not included within the proposed boundary for National Register listing. 

Structure 

The building is a fireproof masonry building with a reinforced concrete frame, clay tile floors and interior walls, and brick 
exterior walls. The roof structure is timber frame. The building includes three historic wood and metal stairs. Although the 
building was not constructed with an elevator, an exterior brick elevator shaft was constructed near the southeast corner of 
the building in 1971 . An underground concrete passageway leads from the basement of the building south to the rear yard. 
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Exterior 







The Passionist Fathers Monastery is a large, U-shaped building of masonry construction with red brick exterior walls laid in 
common bond, a mixture of Classical Revival, Baroque, and Romanesque-style detailing, and multiple hipped roofs. The 
building is formed by a rectangular main block with two end wings that project north of the main block. The main block and 
end wings are three-stories on a raised basement marked by a rusticated limestone water table; hipped dormer windows 
mark the attic level. All elevations on the main block and end wings are regularly fenestrated with single window openings. 
On the first and second stories, the window openings are topped with flat keystone arches rendered in limestone and set 
on simple limestone sills. A dentiled cornice of limestone and cream brick runs between the second and third stories; the 
third story windows are topped with round-arched brick transoms. A band of corbelled cream-colored brick connects the 
third floor windows, merging with the round arched keystone lintels. 

The primary entrance to the building is located at the center of the east elevation, set within a center projecting bay that is 
topped with a large Flemish gable with tripartite round-arched windows. A flight of concrete steps with a bulky stone 
balustrade with turned balusters and square newel posts leads to the door, which is set in an elaborate Classical Revival 
stone entrance surround, with a segmental arched pediment — intricately ornamented with egg-and-dart and dentil 
moldings — set on heavy scrolled brackets. 

At the north end of the east wing is a two-story projecting cross-gabled block with a delicate pressed-copper cupola. This 
structure houses the monastery's library and double-height chapel space above. Like the rest of the building, the chapel 
block is set on a rusticated limestone base with red brick walls. All four elevations of the chapel block feature similar 
fenestration and detailing. At the first story, single window openings flank a single set of paired windows, both with flat 
keystone limestone arch lintels. At the second story, sets of three round arched windows occupy the center bay; on the 
south and north elevations of the chapel block, this center window configuration is flanked by single arched windows. 
Cream colored brick frames the tops of the windows and connects the window openings at the second story. Red brick 
corbelling decorates the gables on all sides. 

Non-historic additions to the building include a one-story multi-car garage extending south from the southeast corner of the 
building (constructed in 1973), a two-story rectangular addition with hipped roof, connected to the south elevation by a 
hipped roof connector, and a two-story flat-roofed addition that extends from the west wing (both constructed in 1971). An 
elevator shaft (constructed in 1971 is also attached to the south elevation, near the southeast corner. All of these additions 
are simply designed brick structures that do not compete with or detract from the historic building. 

Interior 

The primary (east) entrance leads into a small vestibule with original mosaic tiled floor. A non-historic security window is 
located on the north side of the vestibule. A wood door with a transom leads from the vestibule to the center of the first 
floor, with the open main stair situated directly to the west of the entrance. The stair has metal treads covered with carpet, 
an open metal balustrade with an offset geometric pattern, and a wood hand rail. A large skylight provides natural light 
down through the stairwell. From this point, double-loaded corridors extend north along the east wing and west along the 
south end of the building. The majority of the rooms that open off the corridors are small monastic “cells” that served as 
living quarters for the Passionist brothers and guests in residence at the monastery. The doorways along the corridors 
retain the simple historic wood trim and transoms, although the wood has been refinished in a lighter color and many of the 
transoms have been obscured with wood panels. The doors themselves are a mixture of replacement and original wood 
doors. A simple wood baseboard also runs the length of the corridors. Concrete structural columns with chamfered bases 
give a distinctive rhythm to the corridors. The monastic cells feature the same wood baseboards; window openings have 
wood sills and simple rounded plaster returns. Many of the cells have acoustical tile dropped ceilings. 

At the north end of the east wing corridor, a doorway leads to the enclosed staircase connecting the chapel wing to the 
main building. The first floor of the chapel wing is now the monastery library. Historically, this space served a variety of 
functions over the past 100 years, but no historic finishes remain in this space. On the second floor of the chapel wing is 
the double-height monastery chapel, which features large round-arched window openings and wood-paneled wainscoting 
The vaulted ceiling is decorated with Classical plaster detailing — pilasters with delicate scrolled brackets form the base 
from which the vaults spring, and egg-and-dart and dentil details line the ribbed vaulting. 

The first floor also houses the monastery's main dining room and kitchen, located in the west wing. The volumes of these 
spaces are intact, although the ceiling in the dining room is obscured by dropped ceilings. 
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The L-shaped double-loaded corridor plan is repeated on the second and third floors of the building, with small single 
rooms on both sides. On the third floor, a portion of the space was remodeled in 1969 to serve as the offices of the Holy 
Cross Province headquarters; the main stair was enclosed at the third floor level for fire safety, and the rooms and corridor 
at the southwest corner of the building were removed. The north and west ends of that floor retain the original 
configuration and trim. There are dropped ceilings throughout the majority of the upper floors. 

The basement of the building is unfinished and houses the building's mechanical systems. The building also contains a 
large unfinished attic, which is accessed by the west wing stair. 

Integrity 

Overall, the building retains good interior and exterior integrity, with no major non-reversible alterations. The original 
double-hung windows in the building have been replaced with non-historic but compatible aluminum double-hung windows 
within the original openings. Although the original door at the primary entrance has been replaced with a non-historic metal 
and glass door, the original opening of the entrance is still readily apparent and the decorative surround remains intact. 

Expansion programs through the last half of the twentieth century have resulted in several additions to the original 
building — a one-story multi-car garage extends south from the southeast corner of the building, a one-and-a-half story 
brick addition with a side gabled roof is attached to the south elevation of the building by a narrow enclosed walkway, and 
a large one-story rectangular addition extends from the west elevation. However, these additions do not obscure the 
original massing of the monastery and do not overwhelm the historic building. 

On the interior, the monastery retains its original floor plan, with small single rooms opening off double-loaded corridors. 
The historic wood trim and detailing along these corridors also remains intact. The three prominent stairs with metal 
balustrades and wood railings are original to the building. Although the two-story chapel space at the northeast corner of 
the building was renovated in 1986, the space retains its original volume, fenestration pattern, and classical plaster 
detailing. The library, dining room, and kitchen retain their historic volumes. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 



A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 



Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 



Architecture 



Cook Co., IL 

County and State 




C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 



Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 




Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. 

removed from its original location, 
a birthplace or grave, 
a cemetery. 

a reconstructed building, object, or structure, 
a commemorative property. 

less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
within the past 50 years. 



Period of Significance 

1909-1910 



Significant Dates 

1910 



Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 



Cultural Affiliation 



Architect/Builder 

Jose ph Molitor _ 



Period of Significance (justification) 

The period of significance is 1909 to 1910, corresponding to the beginning and end years of construction for the building. 

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 

The property meets Criterion Consideration A for religious properties because it derives its primary significance from its 
architecture, as a fine and well-preserved example of an early twentieth century monastery with Classical, Baroque, and 
Romanesque-style detailing designed by noted Chicago architect Joseph Molitor. 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and 
applicable criteria.) 



The Passionist Fathers Monastery at 5700 North Harlem Avenue, designed by Chicago architect Joseph Molitor and 
completed in 1910, is locally significant under National Register Criterion C for Architecture as a fine example of an early 
twentieth century monastery with Classical, Baroque, and Romanesque-style detailing, and as one of the largest and most 
prominent religious structures in the Chicago community of Norwood Park. The overall design and craftsmanship of the 
monastery is reflected in the intricate stone and brick detailing seen throughout the building. The Classical elements at the 
base of the building, including the monumental stone entrance surround, rusticated water table and substantial 
stringcourse, are complimented by the Baroque-style gable above the main entrance and the row of round arched windows 
that give the impression of an arcade along the third story. These stylistic and architectural features are indicative of the 
work of Chicago architect Joseph Molitor, who was a prolific designer of ecclesiastical buildings throughout the city. 



Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.) 

The Passionist Fathers Monastery, designed by Chicago architect Joseph Molitor (1875-1917), is significant as a 
representation of early-twentieth century religious architecture in Norwood Park. Molitor’s design for the building 
incorporates elements of the Classical Revival, Baroque, and Romanesque architectural styles, all historical revival styles 
that were popular in the late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The prominent projecting entrance bay on the east 
elevation, topped with a Flemish gable, and the offset projecting chapel block give the building a commanding presence 

from Harlem Avenue. 

The Classical Revival style of architecture, based on the architecture of ancient Greece and Rome, was one of the most 
widespread styles in the United States during the late 1800s and early 1900s. Prominent architecture schools such as the 
£cole des Beaux-Arts in Paris and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge, Massachusetts taught 
students how to design complex modern buildings while cloaking them in historic architectural styles, especially 
Classicism. This academic training came at the same time as a popular revival of interest in Classicism that was fed by 
the World’s Columbian Exposition, held in Chicago’s Jackson Park in 1893. This grandly-scaled “White City" of Classical 
Revival-style exposition buildings and monuments on the city’s south lakefront was immensely influential in the 
popularization of the style both among Chicagoans and throughout the United States. Classical Revival’s versatility was 
adaptable to a wide range of building types and budgets. By the early 1900s, the style was increasingly adapted to a wide 
variety of buildings types, and was often used for buildings that housed important public and private cultural, economic, 
social, and religious institutions such as the Passionist Fathers Monastery. Common characteristics of the style include 
symmetrical facades and classically-derived detailing such as columns, pilasters, pediments, balustrades, and molded 
cornices. The most prominent Classical Revival feature on the Passionist Fathers Monastery is the primary east entrance, 
which features a stone balustrade and an elaborate stone surround with a segmental arched pediment — intricately 
ornamented with egg-and-dart and dentil moldings — set on heavy scrolled brackets, The building’s symmetrical massing, 
flattened keystone window lintels, and molded stringcourses are also significant architectural hallmarks of the Classical 
Revival Style. The Flemish gable at the top of the east entrance bay is an element of the Baroque architectural traditions 
that were an essential part of the curriculum of the Ecole des beaux-arts in Paris, the pre-eminent school of architecture in 
the second half of the 19th century, and are integral to the Beaux-Arts architecture it engendered both in France and 
abroad. 

The multiple round-arched window openings along the top stories of the Passionist Fathers Monastery, along with the 
heavy brick corbeling, the rusticated stone base of the building, and the cross gabled form and detailing of the chapel 
block, are hallmarks of the Romanesque Revival style, first popularized in America during the 1880s by architect Henry 
Hobson Richardson (1838-1886). The style, characterized by heavy rough cut stone walls, round arches and squat 
columns, deeply recessed window openings and projecting bays and turrets, was enthusiastically embraced in Chicago 
during the late-nineteenth century for a wide variety of buildings types. Examples range from Louis Sullivan’s famed 
Auditorium Theater the hundreds of grand homes that lined the city’s boulevards. Molitor's St. Lawrence Roman Catholic 
Church, constructed in 191 1 at 7148 South Dorchester Street in Chicago, features many of the same Romanesque 
Revival architectural elements. 
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